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Commandants Corner 

      OK here we are, as the virus has finally loosened its grip on humani-
ty things are starting to go back to normal for our organization. I have 
waited to pen this edition so I can give the detachment a better report to 
show we are healing. 

      Memorial Day was what I think a bell weather event to show we are 
back; we performed a memorial service in Beechview organized by our 
Jr. Vice that went very well. The parade in Bethel Park was a resound-
ing success. It was stated by the Mayor (Jack Allen) that this was the 
largest participation of the public in 6 years. The Young Marines did an 
excellent job representing our detachment. Thank you to our color 
guard leader. 

     We have had the first in person meeting of the MCL by the state in 
over a year and our district 10 Vice gave the state a great accounting of 
what our district can do. Detachments from the district provided the 
hospitality room, a great success which we were a part of. As for the 
meeting itself during the commandant’s council where we hear from 
other detachments I come to realize we were not as bad off during this 
pandemic as others. Most detachments did not have a Ball last year. It is 
a testament to our membership that we not only survived but continued 
to accomplish our duties as a MCL organization. Thank you all. 

     Thanks to our Sergeant at Arms for attending the meeting with me 
your attendance is greatly appreciated and look forward to your report 
at the next meeting. 

     One of the things I hope we can get back to is our fund raising we 
need to push hard, for that is the most important part of our mission. We 
can’t help the community or our veterans without funds. We are still be-
ing represented at the local food bank at SHIM (South Hills Interfaith 
Ministries) in Bethel Park, Whitehall and Baldwin. I know we can do 
more. 

Look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting. Keep the faith. 

Semper Fi 

Commandant Matt Popovich 



Young Marines attending the dedication  in 

Beechview  of a new Memorial. 

Young Marines placing a wreath 

at the WWI Memorial.  

South Hills Pittsburgh MCL Detachment 726 attending the 

Beechview Memorial Dedication. 

L to R: Joe Turba, David Luikart, Joe Spinnenweber, Bob 

Malley 

Also attending the dedication was the  

South Hills Veterans Honor Guard 



It’s Picnic time again 

The Marine Corps League, South 
Hills Detachment 726 will host a 
pig roast at the August 1, 2021 
Summer Picnic, Hamilton Park, 
Castle Shannon, PA. We will roast 
a +40-pound pig over a charcoal/
wood fire using an electric spit. We 
will use an apple/garlic marinate, 
developed from +10 years of pig 
roasts. Please bring your favorite 
side-dish, dessert, and beverage.  
The start time is 12 noon, location 
will be at the lower pavilion this 
year. 

Congratulations to: 

Joe Spinnenweber 

the 5th prize winner 

of the Youth Raffle. 

Joe is our detach-

ment Sergeant-at- 

Arms. 



Tidbit from the editor 

The Marine Corps Has a War Dog Graveyard on Guam 

Guam has been an American territory since the United States took it from Spain in 1898, with only one interruption -- the brutal 
three-year occupation by the Japanese Empire during World War II. 

Liberating Guam required the United States Marine Corps to call in a couple of platoons filled with special operators: jungle 
fighting dogs of war. They were the Devil Dogs' devil dogs. But the island would become the final resting place for many of them. 

 To honor their sacrifice, the U.S. military established the National War Dog Cemetery there, where it is to this day. 

Not long after the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese assaulted American forces on Guam, taking the island in just two 
days. They would hold it until it could be recaptured by U.S. Marines in 1944. 

When the Marine Corps returned to the island after 
three years of brutal Japanese occupation, they 
brought with them the 2nd and 3rd War Dog Platoons. These uniquely 
trained dogs, mostly Doberman Pinschers, were able to counter Japa-
nese defense tactics, which wreaked havoc on the Marines assaulting 
them. 

Dogs were used to sniff out land mines obscured by the jungle floor. 
They warned Marines of ambushes in caves and woods, found booby 
traps and snipers and kept watch over their troops at night, when the 
Japanese liked to sneak up on sleeping positions. 

Hundreds, maybe thousands of Marines owe their lives to their four-
legged scouts. The memorial itself features the names of 25 war dogs 
who landed on Guam and gave their lives protecting U.S. troops from 
harm. 

Their service to the Marines was so effective on Guam that every Ma-
rine division in the Pacific was assigned a war dog platoon. 

After the island was secured, the 25 dead dogs were buried at the initial 
landing area. Their remains were eventually moved to the Marine ceme-
tery on the island and white headstones were added to the cemetery. 

In the 1980s, retired veterinarian William W. Putney 
traveled to Guam. He had helped train the dogs as 
a Marine captain and served as the commanding 
officer of both platoons during their heroic effort to 
retake Guam from the Japanese. 

What Putney found was disheartening for their old 
skipper and trainer. The graves were unkept and 
overgrown with weeds and other plants. The sacri-
fices of these canine Marines who paved the way 
for dogs to serve in every conflict since World War 
II seemed completely forgotten. 

Putney was able to raise funds to restore the War 
Dogs Cemetery and build a monument to all mili-
tary working dogs -- past, present and future. 

The main monument features a Doberman Pin-
scher named Kurt who saved the lives of 250 Ma-
rines on Guam by warning them of a Japanese am-
bush in the jungle. On the monument, Kurt's ears 
are upright as he maintains his watch over his rest-
ing fellows. The base of the monument is inscribed 
with the names of the 25 dogs who lost their lives 
in the battle to retake Guam. 

Semper 

Fidelis 

http://www.military.com/marine-corps
http://www.military.com/base-guide/naval-station-pearl-harbor


Visit our web site 

www.marinecorpsleague726.com 

Visit our web site 

www.marinecorpsleague726.com 





 

 

As we are all aware, May through September are months with holidays symbolized around the American Flag 

(Flag). I recently participated in a Flag replacement at the Bethel Park Cemetery, organized by American Legion 

Post 760, Bethel Park, PA. Before we started our project, we were reminded the reason we were there was not a 

maintenance task to replace old flags but to show respect for our lost warriors.  

The origin of the first Flag is unknown. Some historians believe it was designed by New Jersey Congressman Francis 

Hopkins and sewn by Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross.  

The original design of our Flag is based on the so-called Grand Union Flag, also known as the Continental Colors 

Flag. The Grand Union Flag had 13 red and white stripes but instead of stars in the upper right-hand corner it had 

the Union Jack, Great Britain’s flag. The Flag Resolution of 1777 replaced the Union Jack with the 13 white stars on 

blue background. 

The Flag’s nick name, OLD GLORY came from Massachusetts Sea Captain William Driver’s large 10-by-17-foot flag, 

which he called OLD GLORY. Capitan Driver’s flag is said to have survived multiple attempts to deface it during the 

Civil War inspiring the common nickname.  

The Flag has another familiar nickname “The Red, White and Blue”. This nick name comes from Flag’s colors 

starting with a red top strip, which symbolizes hardness and valor, followed by a white stripe, which symbolizes 

purity and innocence, with a blue background for the fifty stars, which symbolizes vigilance, perseverance and jus-

tice. 

Between 1777 and 1960 Congress passed several acts which changed the shape, design and arrangement of the 

Flag allowing the stars to be added to reflect the admission of each new state. Today the Flag consists of 13 hori-

zontal stripes, seven red and six white. The stripes represent the original 13 Colonies and the stars represent the 

50 states of the Union. The stars are arranged with six columns of five rows and five columns of four rows.  

The thirteen original colonies include (1) New Hampshire, (2) Massachusetts, (3) Connecticut, (4) Rhode Island, (5) 

New York, (6) New Jersey, (7) Pennsylvania, (8) Delaware, (9) Maryland, (10) Virginia, (11) North Carolina, (12) 

South Carolina, and (13) Georgia. 

The National Museum of American History has taken a long-term project to preserve the 1814 Flag that survived 

the 25-hour shelling of Fort McHenry in Baltimore by British troops and inspired Francis Scott Key to compose “The 

Star-Spangled Banner”, which is our national anthem. The Flag is stored at a 10-degree angle in a special low-

oxygen filtered light chamber and is periodically examined at a microscopic level to detect signs of decay or dam-

age within its individual fibers. 

 On a side note, “The Star-Spangled Banner” was composed on September 14, 1814 and became our national an-

them in 1931. 

G. Woodside, Historian, 5/16/2021. 



TAPS 

No Report of 

fallen Brothers 

Or Sisters 

DETACHMENT’S MISSION STATEMENT 

Members of the  Marine  Corps  League join togeth-

er in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose  of  

preserving  the  traditions  and  promoting  the  in-

terests  of the United  States  Marine Corps, banding 

together those who are now serving in the United 

States Marine Corps and those who have been hon-

orably discharged from that  service that  they may 

effectively promote the ideals of American freedom 

and democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering 

assistance to all Marines, FMF Corpsmen and for-

mer Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their wid-

ows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of 

the United States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to 

observe the anniversaries of historical occasions  of 

particular interest to Marines.  

https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/helping-marines-family/www.veteranscrisisline.net

